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Meetings:

920 Marks Dr N

Keizer OR 

2nd Tuesday Each Month

7pm – 9pm


March Meeting – 3/9/10

Our guest speaker was Tom Quintal, Director of Governmental Affairs, Willamette Valley Miners.  Tom talked about many issues facing miners today.  He encouraged us all to become familiar with mining laws and mining rights.  Tom said we really need some court case wins in Oregon to support our right to the waters, land use, and occupancy.  We need to support miners undergoing court cases, both monetarily and by your presence in court when cases are heard.

March Outing – 3/20/10

On an absolutely gorgeous March day, in between days of bad weather, several group members and guests scoured 6 acres of farmland near Lyons, Oregon with their metal detectors.  The owners have lived in this location since 1978 and no metal detectors have been on the property previously.  We found LOTS of junk metal, a few coins, and some Match Box cars.  The biggest finds of the day were an Adonis woodstove plate, a Mr. President’s Shell Game token from 1968, and an old military button.  Interestingly, none of the items belonged to the current owner.
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April Outing – 4/17/10

By Penny Esplin

Reference material used:  "FOSSILS IN OREGON" A COLLECTION OF REPRINTS FROM THE ORE BIN- bulletin 92- State of Oregon Dept of Geology and Mineral Industries-1977
Nine of us Diggers went to the S. River Rd. fossil beds. We all met around 9:00 a.m. in the parking area behind the former Roberts store. Ferman was already busy with his metal detector when we pulled up. I think he found a token and an old metal makeup compact. Then we all "car-pooled" to the site.

Located in a railroad cut off of South River Rd., it is like going to a library back in time; with the books being the layered beds of marine fossils contained in sandstone of Oligocene Age, which is about 40 million yrs old. A variety of fossil mollusks (pelecypods) are found in abundance.  They include: Solen (razor clam), Spisula, Yoldia and Nuculana. Also found, but in less abundance are the spiral fossil shells of the gastropods: Bruclarkia and Ficus.
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Marlea and Walt each found complete shells of Bruclarkia, and Delmon discovered what I think is a Yoldia clam shell that Steve says has its "foot" out, now preserved in time. Marlea also found an old jawbone!  The jawbone comes from either a horse or an elk, but recent in origin.

These fossils are found in what is known as the Eugene Formation, and the actual name of the locality is called "Finzer Station" on the Oregon Electric RR.

California Fish and Game Public Advisory Meeting

Two of our members, Joe and Claudia, were invited by the California Fish and Game to participate in a Public Advisory Committee to develop an environmental impact study on suction dredging for the State of California.  Joe is a retired Research Biologist.  Claudia is a retired Research Physical Scientist.  They have both been involved in supporting small-scale mining in Oregon, Washington, and California.  These are Claudia’s notes from one of the Public Advisory meetings.

The Alpers study gets front stage, as being a suction dredge study that CDFG will look at to decide effects of dredging on mercury.  This is far from the truth and we need folks to be prepared to fight this with comments when they reopen the public comment period.  In this study, the 3" dredge section Alpers dredged is a known toxic waste site on the Yuba.  The study showed a slight increase in reactive mercury.  No error bars were provided to see if the change was in fact real.  It did not appear to be a significant change and despite that, reactive mercury cannot be used to prove suction dredging causes an increase in methylation of mercury.  Methylated mercury is the most toxic form that bioaccumulates in the food chain.

The other section of this study took an enclosed container setup with suction hoses and excavated again in a known toxic waste site for 2-3 hours then used that amount of mercury to draw conclusions of the amount of mercury that would be moved by an 8" dredge.  The enclosed container was under high surface tension and exhibited floating mercury much like you see in a gold pan with floating gold until you reduce the surface tension to allow the gold to sink.  This study is being used to extrapolate to suction dredging that dredging causes mercury to float indefinitely.

Both very damaging studies that are taken out of context of actual mercury operation.
A Victory for Miners

By Ron Gibson, South Western Oregon Miner’s Association

On September 3, 2009, BLM Law Enforcement Officers unlawfully cited Dusty D. Ford while on his lawful mining claim in Southern Oregon.  Dusty Ford was charged under Oregon criminal statutes.  Count 1, Criminal Trespass in the first degree.  Count 2, Criminal Theft in the second degree.  Count 3, Criminal Mischief in the first degree.

The trial was held on February 10, 2010, at the Jackson County Court House, Medford, Oregon.  The BLM failed to prove any guilt on Dusty Ford for any of the charges.  Counts 1 and 2 were dismissed halfway through the trial for lack of proof by the BLM, the Judge agreed.  The rest of the trial was to determine the merits of the charge on count 3, Criminal Mischief.

A six-person jury heard the trial.  The jury returned a verdict of not guilty.

Note!  Dusty Ford upon filing his mining claim, cleaned up a mess left behind by others.  Trash and unwanted items, etc.  This was the basis that the BLM brought charges against Dusty Ford.  They should have given him a reward.
Barb Parker

Millennium Diggers Secretary
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